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Executive Summary 
 
Due to the relatively late arrival of rains and inputs and the late announcement of producer 
prices (which declined again), cotton area and production is forecast to decline significantly 
in West Africa.  Declines are most significant in Mali and Burkina Faso.  For the countries 
summarized below, current forecasts represent a decline of over 22 percent compared to 
2006/07. Donor and government commitments to support the sector remain high, but were 
not sufficient to encourage farmers to expand or even maintain cotton area planted.  
Financing problems for inputs and crop purchases continue to strain the cotton sector across 
West Africa.  Benin is the only country which has potential to increase its production in 
comparison to 2006/07; however the current forecast is still below preseason expectations. 
 
Cotton Production and Trade are summarized in the following table and subsequent PSD 
tables.  These forecasts are still preliminary – as the average farm size is 1-2 hectares and 
there are millions of cotton farmers in the region, actual production figures are determined 
by actual receipts at the gins in each country. 
 

Summary of Regional Cotton Production in West Africa region 
 

 2005/06 2006/07 
2007/08 
(May) 

2007/08 
(Oct) 

Burkina Faso 1,367 1,300 1,214 875 

Mali 1,003 792 825 580 

Benin 367 475 505 490 

Cote d'Ivoire 500 312 350 250 

Chad 335 240 260 200 

Senegal 86 100 96 96 

Total 3,658 3,219 3,225 2,491 
(1,000 480lb bales) 
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Burkina Faso 
Cotton 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 630 630 700 700 450 450 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 397 397 360 360 306 306 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 1367 1367 1300 1300 900 875 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 1764 1764 1660 1660 1206 1181 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 1400 1400 1350 1350 975 950 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 4 4 4 4 4 4 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 4 4 4 4 4 4 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 360 360 306 306 227 227 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 1764 1764 1660 1660 1206 1181 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 25.64103 25.64103 22.5997 22.5997 23.18693 23.79455 (PERCENT) 
Yield 472 472 404 404 435 423 (KG/HA) 
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Mali 
Commodity Cotton 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 521 521 460 460 350 300 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 313 313 271 271 198 198 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 1003 1003 825 792 600 580 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 1316 1316 1096 1063 798 778 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 1025 1025 875 842 625 605 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 20 20 23 23 23 23 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 20 20 23 23 23 23 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 271 271 198 198 150 150 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 1316 1316 1096 1063 798 778 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 25.93301 25.93301 22.049 22.89017 23.14815 23.88535 (PERCENT) 
Yield 419 419 390 375 373 421 (KG/HA) 
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Benin 

Commodity 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 200 200 231 231 250 250 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 301 301 183 183 148 148 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 367 367 475 475 500 490 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 668 668 658 658 648 638 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 475 475 500 500 500 490 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 10 10 10 10 10 10 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 10 10 10 10 10 10 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 183 183 148 148 138 138 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 668 668 658 658 648 638 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 37.73196 37.73196 29.01961 29.01961 27.05882 27.6 (PERCENT) 
Yield 400 400 448 448 435 427 (KG/HA) 
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Cote d’Ivoire 
Cotton 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 265 260 225 214 200 200 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 398 398 323 323 223 223 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 500 500 325 312 250 250 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 898 898 648 635 473 498 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 525 525 375 362 250 350 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 50 50 50 50 50 50 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 50 50 50 50 50 50 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 323 323 223 223 173 98 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 898 898 648 635 473 498 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 56.17391 56.17391 52.47059 54.12621 57.66667 24.5 (PERCENT) 
Yield 411 582 314 317 272 299 (KG/HA) 
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Chad 

Cotton 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 315 315 250 295 250 275 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 98 98 93 93 63 63 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 335 335 200 240 200 200 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 433 433 293 373 263 293 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 325 325 215 295 200 230 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 15 15 15 15 15 15 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 15 15 15 15 15 15 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 93 93 63 63 48 48 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 433 433 293 373 263 293 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 27.35294 27.35294 27.3913 20.32258 22.32558 19.59184 (PERCENT) 
Yield 232 232 174 207 174 182 (KG/HA) 
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Country Senegal 
Commodity Cotton 

 2005 Revised 2006 Estimate 2007 Forecast UOM 
 USDA 

Official 
Post 

Estimate 
New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

USDA 
Official 

Post 
Estimate 

New 

 

Market Year Begin  08/2005  08/2006  08/2007 MM/YYYY 
Area Planted 0 0 0 0 0 0 (HECTARES) 
Area Harvested 40 40 44 44 44 44 (HECTARES) 
Beginning Stocks 36 36 41 41 41 41 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Production 90 90 100 100 100 96 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
MY Imports from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Supply 126 126 141 141 141 137 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Exports 65 65 80 80 85 81 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Use 20 20 20 20 20 20 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Dom. Cons. 20 20 20 20 20 20 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Ending Stocks 41 41 41 41 36 36 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Total Distribution 126 126 141 141 141 137 1000 480 lb. Bales 
Stock to Use % 48.23529 48.23529 41 41 34.28571 35.64356 (PERCENT) 
Yield 490 490 495 495 495 475 (KG/HA) 

 


